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Open College of the Arts 

 

Tutor report  

  
Student name  Laura Sharpe Student number   503673 

Course/Module  Painting 2: Mixed 
Meadia 

Assignment number   Two 

Overall Comments 
Hello Laura, thank you for submitting assignment two of Painting 2: Mixed 
Media. 
 
From the work you have submitted it is clear you have followed the advice I 
gave you in my assignment one feedback. You are being more speculative in 
your working method. You are also creating more autonomous freestanding 
artworks.  
 
It is unrealistic to expect that your work will have progressed from where it 
was in assignment 1 to a point where it now presents no problems. There are 
still issues you need to address if you are to pass the final assessment of this 
course. I feel there are signs that you are making progress in your work, but 
you will need to maintain your focus on continuously improving your work if 
you are to succeed. 
 
If I were to make one criticism of your work I would say that there is a degree 
of repetition in it. You have certain stock approaches to making the work. For 
example the use of tissue paper, I feel that this material is quite insubstantial 
and does really add much beyond a degree of texture to your work. You now 
need to question you approach to making work. 
 
Also your critical analysis, as seen in your written evaluation, is too 
descriptive. It is important that you learn to critique your own work accurately 
so that you are aware of what is and what isn’t working. This will enable you 
then to develop a suitable line of enquiry in your work that will lead to its 
improvement. 
 
Looking at the totality of your work I feel that there are a number that are 
succeeding, but there are also a number that are not. You need to focus on 
the successful works, try to understand what works in them, using them to 
assist your long-term development. 
 
In my ‘Feedback on Assignment’ below I will analyse the two main 
assignment pieces in turn, giving examples of the kind of thinking that you 
need to be aware of when making artworks. I will then use the following 
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section; ‘Exercises’ to indicate ways of working that I feel show promise and 
which you might be well advised to develop further. 
 
Assessment potential  
 
I understand your aim is to go for the Painting Degree and that you plan to submit 
your work for assessment at the end of this course. From the work you have 
shown in this assignment, providing you commit yourself to the course, I believe 
you have the potential to succeed at assessment.  In order to meet all the 
assessment criteria, there are certain areas you will need to focus on, which I will 
outline in my feedback.     
 
Feedback on assignment  
Word Painting 
For this part of the assignment you have created an A2 work that has been 
made from one large collage that has been cut into nine 195 x 140 mm 
individual collages, which have then been fixed to an A2 sheet of yellow 
paper, with a gap between each. The word ‘maybe’ is on the central collage. 
In your description of the piece this appears to be the element that has driven 
this work, not only in the assignment but in the preparatory work as well. 
 
In your evaluation of this piece you talk about the process of making the work, 
but you do not discuss other aspects, which could have formed part of your 
description and evaluation, for example; 

1. What led you to the initial compositional structure of the work before 
you cut it up?  

2. Why did you cut it into nine sections and then reassemble the elements 
in the same order 

3. Why does the work have the ‘form’ it has?  
 
You need to give reasons for doing things other than the way it makes you 
feel. So for example the answer to question 2 might be about you creating an 
image that is based upon a grid. This is the form of the image (and a possible 
answer to question 3) which you could then use to reference other forms of 
image-making such as a map – from which further thinking about the image 
can flow. 
 
Telling Your Story 
For this part of your assignment you have submitted a concertina book. Here 
the form of the work, i.e. the book, is in keeping with the idea of storytelling. 
The content continues the idea of the group of images collected together as 
seen in the ‘word painting’ work. Overall it creates an elongated image, 
created with 6 images next to each other. I notice on your blog you describe 
this as a painting. I feel you would be better advised to think of it as a book, 
with an idea of seeing the work as a sequence of images as the viewer/reader 
browses the work, rather than one large rectangular image.  
 
Your description and evaluation of this work are more complete in that they 
discuss the preliminary work in more detail. As I said at the beginning the 
book form has a clear link to telling a story, you could reinforce this if you 
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were a bit more literal in your work. At the moment your work is very abstract, 
so it is difficult to ‘read’ the meaning you are trying to put into the work. 
Overall I feel this is a good effort that begins to develop an individual 
approach to making work. 
  
 
Exercises 
Word painting exercises 
You have submitted quite a number of exercises in this section, many of them 
using tissue and paint, while a number are made with paint only. Of these I 
likes the final research image, the purple tissue on A2 white paper. It creates 
a simple yet complex form, with added textural and coloured elements. I also 
like your exercises using cut out letters. What both of these have in common 
is a visual simplicity. They are not overly complex. 
 
Telling your story exercises 
I feel that there is an interesting variety in these exercises, again I like those 
made using cutout letters. This aspect of your work could have featured a bit 
more strongly in the final work. Also the ‘graphic’ simplicity of some of these 
exercise might be something you want to develop further. 
 
Learning Logs or Blogs / Critical essays  
I like your blog it is well organised and references a good range of artists – yet 
I have suspicion that you are not really learning from the artists you feature 
here. 
 
Suggested viewing/reading 

Read the ‘Thames & Hudson’ ‘World of Art book on Marcel Duchamp; his 
work is a good intro to the next part of the course 
 
Pointers for the next assignment 
For the next part of this course; The appropriated and displaced image,  
please try to spend more time making your assignment submissions. 
 
Tutor name:  Derek Hampson 
Date  14th July 2015 
Next assignment due 8th September 2015 
 


